éjgﬁ)

Al-Idrak
el Research Journal
) ISSN (Online): 2789-3227
AL-IDRAK ISSN (Print): 2789-3235

www.alidrakresearchiournal.com

Divine Battles Unveiled: Exploring Symbolism and
Narrative Depth in Quranic Ghazwat

%*Dr. Asma Aziz Cit_ation : _ -
Department of Islamic Studies, GC Aziz, Dr. Asma and Kaniz Fatima tuz

Women University Faisalabad, Pakistan | Zahra and Ayesha Bibi"Divine Battles
w&Kaniz Eatima tuz Zahra Unvell_ed. Explc_;rmg S_ymbollsm "and
Department of Islamic Studies, GC Narrative Depth in Quranic Ghazwat."Al-
Women University Faisalabad, Pakistan ldrak Research Journal, 4, no.1, Jan-June

2024): 23— 43.
YorercAyesha Bibi (2024): 23~ 43

Department of Islamic Studies, GC
Women University Faisalabad, Pakistan
=1 =1

=] st ABSTRACT

This research delves into the profound imagery surrounding "ghazwat"
(battles) depicted in the Quran, aiming to unveil their symbolic depth and
narrative significance. Employing a meticulous analysis of selected
Quranic verses, the study endeavors to elucidate the multifaceted layers
of meaning embedded within ghazwat narratives. It explores how these
accounts function as allegorical representations of spiritual struggle,
human resilience, and divine guidance. By thoroughly examining the
contextual framework of ghazwat, this article sheds light on their
thematic relevance to ethical conduct, justice, and the pursuit of
righteousness. Furthermore, the research investigates the rhetorical
techniques employed in the Quranic text to vividly portray the dynamics
of conflict and resolution. Through a synthesis of textual analysis and
historical context, this study contributes to a deeper appreciation of the
Quran as a literary masterpiece, offering timeless insights into the human
condition and the pursuit of moral excellence. The findings of this
research not only enrich our understanding of the Quranic narratives but
also provide valuable insights into broader discussions on spirituality,
ethics, and literature.

Keywords: Ghazwat, Religious war, Quranic narratives, Ethical conduct,
Divine Battles
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The Quran, revered as the holy scripture of Islam, encompasses a rich
tapestry of narratives, teachings, and allegorical representations that have
captivated scholars and believers for centuries. Among its diverse
themes, the depiction of "ghazwat" (battles) holds a significant place,
resonating with profound symbolism and narrative depth. These ghazwat
narratives within the Quran offer more than historical accounts of
military engagements; they serve as allegorical reflections of spiritual
struggle, human resilience, and divine guidance. Understanding the
multifaceted layers of meaning embedded within these narratives requires
a meticulous analysis that considers both textual intricacies and historical
contexts.

This research endeavors to explore the symbolic depth and narrative
significance of ghazwat within the Quran through a comprehensive
examination of selected verses. By delving into the contextual framework
of these narratives, we aim to uncover their thematic relevance to ethical
conduct, justice, and the pursuit of righteousness. Moreover, this study
seeks to elucidate the rhetorical techniques employed in the Quranic text
to vividly portray the dynamics of conflict and resolution.

Research Objective:

The primary objective of this research is to investigate the portrayal of
ghazwat in the Quran, focusing on their symbolic significance, narrative
depth, and thematic relevance. Through a detailed analysis of selected
Quranic verses, we aim to uncover the allegorical representations of
spiritual struggle, human resilience, and divine guidance inherent within
these narratives. Additionally, we seek to explore the rhetorical
techniques employed to vividly depict the dynamics of conflict and
resolution in the Quranic text.

Research Questions:

1. How do ghazwat narratives within the Quran symbolically
represent spiritual struggle, human resilience, and divine
guidance?

2. What thematic relevance do ghazwat narratives hold in relation to
ethical conduct, justice, and the pursuit of righteousness, and how
are these themes portrayed through rhetorical techniques in the
Quranic text?

Research Methodology:
This research employs a qualitative approach, utilizing textual analysis
and historical context to explore the portrayal of ghazwat in the Quran.
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The methodology involves a systematic examination of selected Quranic
verses pertaining to ghazwat, followed by an in-depth analysis of their
symbolic, allegorical, and thematic dimensions. Additionally, we will
scrutinize the rhetorical techniques employed in these narratives to
vividly portray the dynamics of conflict and resolution. By synthesizing
textual analysis with historical context, this research aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the Quranic depiction of ghazwat and its
broader implications for spirituality, ethics, and literature.

Meaning of Jihad: Jihad is an Arabic word that can be translated as
“struggle” or “effort.” It encompasses various forms of striving and
exertion. Jihad primarily refers to a meritorious struggle or effort. It is
often misunderstood in the West as “holy war,” but its true meaning is
broader. Jihad encompasses the human struggle to promote what is right
and prevent what is wrong.!

Jihad, an Arabic term derived from the root 'J-H-D," meaning to strive or
struggle, holds a profound place in Islamic theology and jurisprudence.
This concept is multifaceted, encompassing a broad spectrum of activities
ranging from personal inner struggle against vice to collective military
efforts for the protection and expansion of the Islamic community.?
Etymology and Definition

The term Jihad linguistically signifies exertion or struggle in a broad
sense. In the Islamic context, it is primarily understood in two
dimensions: the Greater Jihad (the internal struggle against sin) and the
Lesser Jihad (the external struggle, including military endeavors).®
Theological Foundations

The Quranic verses and Hadiths (sayings of the Prophet Muhammad)
provide the foundational basis for the concept of Jihad. Verses in the
Quran, such as in Surah Al-Ankabut (29:69), emphasize striving in the
path of God. Similarly, Hadith literature elaborates on the importance of
striving for moral excellence and the defense of the Islamic community.
Historical Context and Evolution

1'S. Abdullah Schleifer, “Understanding Jihad: Definition and Methodology,” Islamic
Quarterly 27, no. 3 (1983): 117.
2 “Jihad | Meaning, Examples, & Use in the Quran | Britannica,” March 5, 2024,
https://www.britannica.com/topic/jihad.
3 Michael G. Knapp, “The Concept and Practice of Jihad in Islam,” The US Army War
College Quarterly: Parameters 33, no. 1 (2003): 6.
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Historically, Jihad was contextualized within the early Islamic
community's struggles against adversaries. Over centuries, Islamic
scholars and jurists have elaborated on the concept, detailing the
conditions and rules governing its declaration and conduct, especially
concerning military engagement.!

Greater Jihad: The Internal Struggle

Greater Jihad refers to the personal, spiritual endeavor to live in
accordance with Islamic principles. It is a continuous process of self-
improvement, resisting temptation, and striving for moral integrity. This
aspect underscores the internal dimension of Jihad, emphasizing its
significance over external forms of struggle.?

Lesser Jihad: The External Struggle

Lesser Jihad, often associated with military efforts, is defined within
strict ethical and legal frameworks. It includes defense against
aggression, protection of the Islamic faith, and ensuring freedom of
religion. Islamic jurisprudence outlines conditions under which armed
Jihad can be initiated, emphasizing the importance of just cause, right
intention, and proportionality.®

Contemporary Interpretations

In modern times, the concept of Jihad has been subject to various
interpretations, often becoming a focal point in discussions on Islam's
role in global affairs. The differentiation between radical interpretations
and traditional, mainstream Islamic views on Jihad is crucial for
understanding its place in contemporary Islamic thought and international
relations.

Jihad, in its essence, embodies a comprehensive approach to life in Islam,
advocating for a balance between personal development and collective
welfare. Understanding Jihad's multifaceted nature and its groundedness

! Adnan A. Zulfigar, “Jurisdiction over Jihad: Islamic Law and the Duty to Fight,” W.
Va. L. Rev. 120 (2017): 427.
2 Romana Shahzadi, “The Doctrine of Jihad in Islamic Thought: An Analytical Study,”
Al Hageegah 1, no. 2 (2021): 1-8.
3 Shaheen Sardar Ali and Javaid Rehman, “The Concept of Jihad in Islamic
International Law,” Journal of Conflict and Security Law 10, no. 3 (2005): 321-43.

26 Al-Adrak ResearchJournal

Volume 4, Issue 1, Jan-June, 2024



A Study of the Qur'anic Approaches towards... Naeem, Ali and Bibi

in ethical principles is essential for appreciating its role in Islamic
theology and the life of the Muslim community. !

This exploration provides a basis for further academic inquiry into Jihad's
role in shaping Islamic identity, ethics, and the Muslim community's
interaction with the broader global context. By examining Jihad within its
historical, theological, and contemporary dimensions, one can gain a
nuanced understanding of this pivotal Islamic concept.

Context in the Quran:

During the Meccan period, when the Prophet Muhammad
received revelations of the Qur’an in Mecca, the emphasis was on
the internal  dimension of jihad, termed sabr (patient
forbearance). It referred to Muslims enduring life’s challenges
and facing those who wished them harm with patience.?
In the Medinan period, when Muhammad received Qur’anic
revelations in  Medina, a new dimension of jihad
emerged: fighting in self-defense against the aggression of the
Meccan persecutors, termed gital. This was a defensive struggle.®
The Qur’an provides guidelines for both dimensions of jihad,
emphasizing justice and mercy.
In later literature, these two main dimensions were renamed:
o Jihad al-nafs: The internal, spiritual struggle against
one’s lower self.
o Jihad al-sayf: The physical combat with the sword,
carried out in self-defense.
o These were respectively called al-jihad al-akbar (the
greater jihad) and al-jihad al-asghar (the lesser jihad).*

! Abdulhakim Allahdad, “Perception and Interpretation Problems of Contemporary
Approaches of the Concept of Jihad,” Journal of Education in Muslim Socities and
Communities 3, no. 1 (2019): 7-30.

2 Asma Afsaruddin, “Views of Jihad throughout History,” in International Law and
Islamic Law (Routledge, 2017), 97-101,
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781315092515-6/views-jihad-
throughout-history-asma-afsaruddin.

3 Ahmed Al-Dawoody, “The Justifications of War in the Qur’an,” in The Islamic Law of
War, by Ahmed Al-Dawoody (New York: Palgrave Macmillan US, 2011), 43-69,
https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230118089_3.

4 Kenneth A. Goudie, “Defining Jihad,” in Reinventing Jihad (Brill, 2019), 10-62,
https://brill.com/downloadpdf/book/9789004410718/BP000009.pdf.
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Relevant Verses:

e Surah Al-Hajj (22:39-40): “Permission [to fight] has been given
to those who are being fought, because they were wronged. And
indeed, Allah is competent to give them victory. [They are] those
who have been evicted from their homes without right - only
because they say, "Our Lord is Allah.” And were it not that Allah
checks the people, some by means of others, there would have
been demolished monasteries, churches, synagogues, and
mosques in which the name of Allah is much mentioned. And
Allah will surely support those who support Him. Indeed, Allah is
Powerful and Exalted in Might.”!

e Surah Al-Baqara (2:190): “Fight in the way of Allah those who
fight you but do not transgress. Indeed. Allah does not like
transgressors.”

Meaning of Qatal:: Qatal refers to physical combat or fighting.

Context in the Quran: The term qital is used in the context of armed
conflict, particularly in self-defense against aggression.*

Relevant Verses:

The Holy Quran contains verses that discuss the concept of gital, or
combat, within the context of various situations and circumstances. These
verses provide guidance on matters related to self-defense, warfare, and
the conduct of Muslims during times of conflict. While qgital is often
associated with physical combat, the Quran emphasizes principles of
justice, mercy, and restraint in the conduct of war.

One of the central verses regarding gital is found in Surah Al-Bagarah
(2:190-193), where Allah outlines the principles governing armed
conflict. The verses state:

1 «“Al-Hajj [22:39] - Tanzil Quran Navigator,” accessed March 25, 2024,
https://tanzil.net/#22:39.
2 «“Al-Bagara [2:190] - Tanzil Quran Navigator,” accessed March 25, 2024,
https://tanzil.net/#2:190.
3 “The Quranic Arabic Corpus - Quran Dictionary,” accessed March 25, 2024,
https://corpus.quran.com/qurandictionary.jsp?g=qtl.
4 Niaz A. Shah, “The Islamic Law of Qital and the Law of Armed Conflict: A
Comparison,” in The Liberal Way of War (Routledge, 2016), 213-38,
https://api.taylorfrancis.com/content/chapters/edit/download?identifierName=doi&ident
ifierValue=10.4324/9781315556147-13&type=chapterpdf.
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"Fight in the way of Allah those who fight you but do not transgress.
Indeed, Allah does not like transgressors. And kill them wherever you
overtake them and expel them from wherever they have expelled you,
and fitnah is worse than killing. And do not fight them at al-Masjid al-
Haram until they fight you there. But if they fight you, then kill them.
Such is the recompense of the disbelievers. And if they cease, then
indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. Fight them until there is no
[more] fitnah and [until] worship is [acknowledged to be] for Allah. But
if they cease, then there is to be no aggression except against the
oppressors."?

These verses establish the principles of defensive warfare and prohibit
aggression or transgression in combat. Muslims are instructed to fight
only in self-defense and to cease hostilities if the enemy stops fighting.
The ultimate goal of warfare, according to these verses, is to establish
peace and justice, not to perpetuate conflict.

Similarly, Surah An-Nisa (4:75) addresses the concept of gital within the
context of defending the oppressed:

"And what is [the matter] with you that you fight not in the cause of
Allah and [for] the oppressed among men, women, and children who say,
'Our Lord, take us out of this city of oppressive people and appoint for us
from Yourself a protector and appoint for us from Yourself a helper?"'2
This verse emphasizes the obligation to defend the oppressed and fight
against tyranny and injustice. It underscores the moral imperative of gital
when it serves to protect the innocent and uphold principles of
righteousness.

Additionally, Surah At-Tawbah (9:5) discusses the conduct of war
against hostile aggressors:

"And when the sacred months have passed, then kill the polytheists
wherever you find them and capture them and besiege them and sit in
wait for them at every place of ambush. But if they should repent,
establish prayer, and give zakah, let them [go] on their way. Indeed,
Allah is Forgiving and Merciful."

1 «“Al-Bagara [2:190-19] - Tanzil Quran Navigator.”
2 “An-Nisa [4:75] - Tanzil Quran Navigator,” accessed March 25, 2024,
https://tanzil.net/#4:75.
3 “At-Tawba [9:5] - Tanzil Quran Navigator,” accessed March 25, 2024,
https://tanzil.net/#9:5.
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This verse pertains to the specific context of combating idolatry and
paganism during the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him). It outlines the rules of engagement with hostile polytheists while
emphasizing the importance of granting amnesty to those who repent and
embrace Islam.

In conclusion, the verses of the Holy Quran that discuss qgital provide
comprehensive guidance on the conduct of warfare in Islam. They
emphasize principles of justice, mercy, and self-defense, while
prohibiting aggression and transgression. These verses underscore the
ethical and moral considerations that govern the behavior of Muslims in
times of conflict, reflecting Islam's commitment to peace, justice, and
humanity.

Meaning of Ghazwat: Ghazwat refers to battles of the early years of
Islam in which the Prophet Muhammad himself was present, whether he
had a military encounter in them or not.

Context in the Quran: Ghazwat include battles such as Badr, Uhud, and
Khandag.

Relevant Verses: The Quran does not specifically use the term
“ghazwat,” but it describes various battles and their contexts.

In Islamic tradition and exegesis, these terms are deeply analyzed to
understand their comprehensive meanings. Scholars interpret these verses
in the light of the Prophet Muhammad's life, providing context and
expanding on the Quranic text to give a fuller picture of the principles
and ethics related to jihad, combat, and the specific battles (Ghazwat) the
Prophet engaged in.

Concept of Jihad in Islam:

In the exploration of the concept of Jihad in Islam, it is imperative to
establish a comprehensive understanding. Jihad, linguistically rooted in
the Arabic term "J-H-D," holds multifaceted meanings within Islamic
discourse. While often associated with armed conflict, Jihad encompasses
a broader spectrum of spiritual, intellectual, and societal struggles aimed
at upholding righteousness and promoting the principles of Islam.

1. Defensive Jihad: The concept of Jihad includes the notion of
defensive warfare, known as Jihad fi sabilillah (Jihad in the path
of Allah). This form of Jihad is deemed permissible under Islamic
law in situations where Muslims are unjustly attacked, when the
Muslim community faces aggression, or when the Islamic faith
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itself is under threat. It is considered a legitimate means of self-
defense and preservation of religious freedom.!

2. Inner Jihad: Contrary to the common perception of Jihad solely
as a military endeavor, Islam emphasizes the importance of inner
Jihad, also referred to as the “greater Jihad." This inner struggle
entails striving against one's own base desires, temptations, and
shortcomings in the pursuit of spiritual excellence. It involves
adhering to the moral precepts outlined in the Quran and the Five
Pillars of Islam, and is considered fundamental to personal growth
and spiritual development.

3. Interpretative Differences: While mainstream Islamic thought
prioritizes the greater Jihad of self-purification and spiritual
refinement, there exist interpretive differences among scholars
regarding the significance of defensive warfare (lesser Jihad).
While some scholars emphasize its importance in specific
contexts, others assert the supremacy of inner Jihad as the primary
focus of Islamic teachings.?

4. Extremist Interpretations: It is crucial to acknowledge that
extremist interpretations of Jihad, particularly by Islamist terrorist
groups, tend to prioritize the lesser Jihad of armed conflict over
the greater Jihad of spiritual striving. This distortion of Islamic
teachings results in the misrepresentation of Jihad as synonymous
with violence and aggression, contrary to the principles of justice,
compassion, and ethical conduct espoused by Islam. 3

In summary, the concept of Jihad in Islam encompasses both defensive
warfare in the face of aggression and the inner struggle for spiritual
growth and moral rectitude. While defensive Jihad is sanctioned under
specific conditions, the greater emphasis within Islamic tradition lies on
the spiritual Jihad of self-purification and adherence to Islamic values.
Understanding the nuanced interpretations and applications of Jihad is
essential for dispelling misconceptions and fostering a more
comprehensive understanding of Islamic teachings.

! Knapp, “The Concept and Practice of Jihad in Islam.”
2 Saleh Hasanzadeh and Ali Abedi Renani, “A Peaceful Interpretation of Jihad in the
Qur’an,” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 46, no. 12 (December 2, 2023): 250120,
https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2021.1935716.
3 Allahdad, “Perception and Interpretation Problems of Contemporary Approaches of
the Concept of Jihad.”
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Role of Expeditions in Islam:

Expeditions, known as "Ghazwat" in Islam, served multifaceted purposes
that significantly contributed to the development and consolidation of
early Islamic society. Their role encompassed various dimensions,
including the spread of the faith, defense of the community,
establishment of justice, diplomatic endeavors, and the training of
believers.

Significance of Expeditions:

1.

Spread of Islam: Expeditions played a crucial role in the
propagation of Islam during the era of the Prophet Muhammad
and the early Muslim community. By undertaking expeditions to
neighboring tribes and regions, Muslims engaged in dialogue,
conveyed the message of Islam, and facilitated the conversion of
individuals and communities to the faith.

Defense and Protection: Many expeditions were defensive
measures aimed at safeguarding the Muslim community from
external threats and aggression. These expeditions served to
protect the integrity and security of the nascent Muslim society,
ensuring its survival and resilience amidst challenging
circumstances.

Establishment of Justice: Certain expeditions were undertaken
with the objective of upholding justice and combating oppression
in regions where injustice prevailed. The Prophet Muhammad and
his companions sought to rectify social injustices, promote
equitable treatment, and establish peace and stability within
communities through these expeditions.

Diplomacy and Negotiation: Expeditions often served as
platforms for diplomatic engagement and negotiation with
neighboring tribes and communities. Through these diplomatic
efforts, Muslims forged alliances, resolved disputes, and fostered
constructive  relationships,  thereby  promoting  mutual
understanding and cooperation.

Training and Discipline: Expeditions provided invaluable
opportunities for practical training and skill development among
Muslim soldiers. By participating in expeditions, believers gained
experience in military tactics, endurance, and strategic planning,

! Javed Igbal and Mushtaq Ahmad, “Planning in the Islamic Tradition: The Case of
Hijrah Expedition,” Insights 1, no. 3 (2009): 37—68.
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enhancing their capabilities to confront and overcome challenges

effectively.
In summary, expeditions in Islam played a pivotal role in shaping the
early Islamic society and its interactions with neighboring communities.
Their multifaceted nature encompassed endeavors aimed at spreading the
faith, defending the community, upholding justice, engaging in
diplomacy, and fostering the training and discipline of believers,
contributing to the overall advancement and consolidation of Islam.

Divine Symbolism: Surah Adiyat's Oath by the Horses of War
Allah's declaration in Surah Adiyat, as stated:

"By the racers, panting and the producers of sparks (when) striking"!

In this verse, Allah takes an oath by the horses of war, symbolizing the
ungratefulness of mankind and their relentless pursuit of worldly wealth.
Allah's oath by these majestic creatures, when they charge into battle for
His cause (i.e., Jihad), signifies their significance and the blessings
bestowed upon them.

When horses gallop into battle, they run with fervor, emitting sounds of
panting and snorting. Allah emphasizes these attributes of the charging
horses to draw attention to His resplendent signs and evident blessings
manifest in them, virtues recognized by all.

The horses' vigorous exertion causes them to pant and snort as they run
swiftly, their breaths visible in the air. Additionally, the striking of their
hooves against rocks produces sparks of fire, illuminating the battlefield
with flashes of light.

Through this vivid imagery, Surah Adiyat symbolically captures the
intensity and vigor of warfare, highlighting the bravery and dedication of
those who strive in the path of Allah. It serves as a reminder of the
sacrifices made in defense of faith and justice, as well as the divine
blessings inherent in the natural world.?

1 «Al-Adiyat [100:1] - Tanzil Quran Navigator,” accessed March 25, 2024,
https://tanzil.net/#100:1.
2 Muhammad Nabeel Musharraf, “AN INTEGRATIVE TAFSIR OF SURAH AL-
ADIYAT: ORCHESTRA OF ENLIGHTENING SCHOLARLY ELUCIDATIONS,”
accessed March 25, 2024, https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Muhammad-Nabeel-
Musharraf-2/publication/321873971_AN_INTEGRATIVE_TAFSIR_OF_SURAH_AL-
ADIYAT_ORCHESTRA_OF_ENLIGHTENING_SCHOLARLY_ELUCIDATIONS/Ii
33 Al-Adrak ResearchJournal
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Divine Intervention in the Battle of the Trench: Unveiling Symbolism
and Narrative Depth
As Allah declares:
"O you who have believed, remember the favor of Allah upon
you when armies came to [attack] you and We sent upon them a
wind and armies [of angels] you did not see. And ever is Allah,
of what you do, Seeing."?
This verse encapsulates the historical event known as Ghazwa Ahzab,
which occurred in 5 Hijri.2 It refers to the collective onslaught of anti-
Islamic groups on the Muslim stronghold of Madinah. Ahzab, meaning
"parties” or "coalitions,"” symbolizes the various factions that united
against the Muslims during this confrontation.®
Ghazwa Ahzab is also known as the Battle of the Trench (Jang Khandaq)
due to the defensive strategy employed by the Muslims. They dug
trenches around Madinah to fortify their position and thwart the enemy's
advance.
The instigators of this attack were Banu Nazir, a Jewish tribe exiled from
Madinah, who sought vengeance by inciting other tribes and factions,
including Ghatfan and Banu Quraiza, to join forces against the Muslims.*
Led by Abu Sufyan, the polytheists of Makkah besieged Madinah with a
formidable army of 10 thousand, while the Muslims numbered only 3
thousand. The treacherous alliance of Banu Quraiza further exacerbated
the precarious situation for the Muslims.®

nks/5a374e6345851532e832b743/AN-INTEGRATIVE-TAFSIR-OF-SURAH-AL-

ADIYAT-ORCHESTRA-OF-ENLIGHTENING-SCHOLARLY-ELUCIDATIONS.pdf.

1 «Al-Ahzab [33:9] - Tanzil Quran Navigator,” accessed March 25, 2024,

https://tanzil.net/#33:9.

2¢33. Ahzab,” accessed March 25, 2024,

https://www.iium.edu.my/deed/quran/intro/i033.html.

8 Sadi Gilani, “THE BATTLE OF TRENCHES or AHZAB,” Defence Journal 16, no. 3

(2012),

https://search.proquest.com/openview/d1b8fh6b9822778c360c784836¢7694f/17pq-

origsite=gscholar&chl=616545.

# Qari Badaruddin and Aijaz Ali Khoso, “Intelligence Victories in Battle of Trench,” Al-

Azhar 6, no. 1 (2020), http://www.al-azhaar.org/index.php/alazhar/article/view/26.

°> Robert Spencer, The History of Jihad: From Muhammad to ISIS (Bombardier Books,

2018).
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In the face of overwhelming odds, the Muslims sought divine
intervention, and Allah's assistance manifested in the form of a strong
windstorm. This supernatural phenomenon wreaked havoc on the enemy
camp, causing chaos and panic among their ranks.

The reference to "armies you did not see™ alludes to the unseen assistance
of angels sent by Allah to aid the Muslims. This intervention instilled fear
and confusion in the hearts of the enemy, compelling them to retreat
hastily.

In summary, the visualization of Ghazwa Ahzab depicts a pivotal
moment in Islamic history where divine intervention turned the tide of
battle in favor of the Muslims, highlighting the significance of faith and
reliance on Allah's help in times of adversity.

Divine Reinforcement in the Battle of Badr: Surah Al-Anfal (8:9)
Analysis

Surah Al-Anfal (8:9) states:

"Remember when you implored your Lord for help and He answered
you, 'l will reinforce you with a thousand angels, following one upon
another in succession.™!

In this verse, Allah speaks of the angels who descended to assist the
Muslims during the Battle of Badr. Faced with adversaries three times
their number in weaponry, the Muslims turned to Allah in supplication
for aid. Umar ibn Khattab (R.A) recounted that on the day of Badr,
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) observed the polytheists, numbering a
thousand, while his companions amounted to only three hundred and
nineteen. Seeking divine intervention, the Prophet (PBUH) turned
towards the Qibla and beseeched Allah for assistance.?

Initially, a thousand angels descended to reinforce the Muslims, followed
by three thousand, then five thousand, embodying patience and piety.
Witnessing this celestial reinforcement, Satan, who had aligned with the
polytheists, fled in fear. Empowered by divine support, Prophet

L«Al-Anfal [8:9] - Tanzil Quran Navigator,” accessed March 25, 2024,
https://tanzil.net/#8:9.
2 Jeffry R. Halverson, H. L. Goodall, and Steven R. Corman, “The Battle of Badr,” in
Master Narratives of Islamist Extremism, by Jeffry R. Halverson, H. L. Goodall, and
Steven R. Corman (New York: Palgrave Macmillan US, 2011), 49-56,
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-0-230-11723-5_5.
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Muhammad (PBUH) took a handful of pebbles and hurled them towards
the polytheists, instilling terror among their ranks.*

Though invisible, the actions of the angels were palpable. Whiplash
marks adorned the faces of the polytheists, while silent swords severed
heads. Despite the odds, the disbelievers were swiftly defeated and forced
to flee the battlefield. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), armed with the
sword of knowledge, emerged triumphant, declaring, "Soon, their united
front will be defeated and forced to flee."

The Triumph of Truth: Prophet Muhammad's Conquest of Makkah
and the Vanishing of Falsehood

“The truth has come and falsehood has vanished. Indeed, falsehood is
bound to vanish.””?

After the triumphant conquest of Makkah, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
entered the sacred city with a radiant glory that humbled even his noble
head. Surah Al-Fath (The Victory) echoed in his heart as he
circumambulated the Kaaba, the House of Allah. In his hand, he held a
bow—a symbol of divine justice and authority.

The idols, once revered by the Quraysh, stood as silent witnesses. With
unwavering determination, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) recited the
powerful verse:

“And say, ‘The truth has come, and falsehood has vanished. Indeed,
falsehood is bound to vanish.””®

As the words left his lips, the 360 idols crumbled, one by one, reduced to
dust. The Kaaba, purified from centuries of idolatry, awaited its
cleansing.

Before leaving the sacred precincts, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) faced
the assembled Quraysh. His voice resonated through the Haram:

“There is no God but Allah, and He has no partner. He fulfilled His
promise, aided His servants, and shattered all opposition.”

The glories of old, the vendettas, and the bloodshed—all lay beneath his
feet. Only the cleansing of the Kaaba and the provision of water for the
veil remained unfinished.

! Afsaruddin, “Views of Jihad throughout History.”
2 «“Al-lsra [17:81] - Tanzil Quran Navigator,” accessed March 25, 2024,
https://tanzil.net/#17:81.
3 «“Al-Isra [17:81] - Tanzil Quran Navigator.”
4 Maulana Wahiduddin Khan, The Prophet Muhammad: A Simple Guide to His Life
(goodword, 2002)
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Addressing the Quraish, he proclaimed:

“God has erased the pride of ignorance and lineage. All humanity
descends from Adam, molded from clay. Nations and tribes exist for
recognition, not superiority. Indeed, God is All-Knowing and All-
Aware.”!

And so, the Prophet (PBUH) stood—a beacon of mercy, justice, and
unity—ushering in an era where truth prevailed, falsehood vanished, and
hearts turned toward the One God. The conquest of Makkah was not
merely a military victory; it was a spiritual transformation, a testament to
divine guidance, and a symbol of eternal truth.

Gazwah Tabuk: A Test of Faith and Priorities in the Cause of Allah
The Quranic verse from Surah At-Tawbah (9:38) serves as a poignant
call to action and introspection:

" O you who have believed, what is [the matter] with you that,

when you are told to go forth in the cause of Allah, you adhere

heavily to the earth? Are you satisfied with the life of this world
rather than the Hereafter? But what is the enjoyment of worldly

life compared to the Hereafter except a [very] little."?

The Expedition of Tabuk presented a pivotal moment for the believers to
demonstrate their unwavering commitment to the cause of Allah.
However, it also revealed the true nature of individuals and their
priorities.®

Among those who hesitated to join the expedition were individuals who
offered feeble excuses, exposing their reluctance to prioritize the call of
duty over worldly comforts. The Quran condemns such hesitation and
underscores the insignificance of worldly pleasures compared to the
rewards of the Hereafter.

1. Examination of Intentions and Faith: The campaign was a
litmus test for the believers, distinguishing the sincere from the
hypocrites. The Quranic verses criticized those who made excuses
to avoid participating in the campaign, revealing their preference
for worldly comforts over spiritual duties.

! Khan.
2 «“At-Tawba [9:38] - Tanzil Quran Navigator,” accessed March 25, 2024,
https://tanzil.net/#9:38.
3 Ali Mohammad Valavi and Somayeh Bakhshizadeh, “The Battle of Tabuk: A Military
Move or a Socio-Political Concern?,” History of Islam and Iran 24, no. 21 (2014): 151—
69.
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2.

Jadd bin Qays's Excuse: His fear of being tempted by Roman
women was seen as a weak and insincere excuse, leading to his
condemnation in the Quran. His case exemplifies how personal
desires and fears can undermine one's commitment to a greater
cause.

The Hypocrites' Resistance: They discouraged participation in
the campaign, citing the extreme heat as an excuse. Their
reluctance highlighted their weak commitment to the cause of
Islam, contrasting with the true believers' readiness to sacrifice.
Fear and Demoralization: Some individuals spread fear by
claiming the Muslims were not capable of facing the Romans,
aiming to demoralize the believers and undermine the campaign.
The Espionage Center in Madina: The proactive approach of
the Prophet Muhammad in dealing with the center of anti-Islamic
activities showcases the strategic aspect of his leadership,
emphasizing the importance of intelligence and decisive action in
confronting threats.

The Emotional Plight of the Eager Believers: Some believers
were genuinely saddened by their inability to join the campaign
due to a lack of resources. Their tears and sorrow reflect the depth
of their faith and their desire to contribute to the cause.

The Case of Ka'b, Hilal, and Mararah: Their intention to join
the battle after harvesting their dates shows a lapse in prioritizing
their commitment to jihad over worldly duties, leading to their
reprimand. This incident emphasizes the importance of timely
action and prioritization in fulfilling one's religious obligations.!,2

The Gazwah Tabuk serves as a profound narrative on faith, commitment,
and the challenges that test the believers' sincerity. It underscores the
significance of prioritizing spiritual obligations over worldly affairs and
the diverse responses of individuals when called upon to serve a higher
purpose.

! Valavi and Bakhshizadeh.

2 THE COMPETITIVE STRATEGIES FROM ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVE BASED ON
THE MUSLIMS BATTLES AND EMPIRES,” accessed March 25, 2024,
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/307639873_THE_COMPETITIVE_STRATE
GIES_FROM_ISLAMIC_PERSPECTIVE_BASED_ON_THE_MUSLIMS_BATTLES
_AND_EMPIRES.
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The Ethical and Divine Dimensions of Ghazwat: Unraveling the
Multifaceted Objectives and Impacts in Islamic Tradition

The concept of "Holy War" or Ghazwat, as outlined in the Quran, is
multifaceted and rooted in specific historical and ethical contexts. In
Islamic tradition, "Ghazwat" refers to the battles directly participated in
or led by Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). These battles were not merely
military confrontations but carried profound religious, social, and moral
implications. Here are some of the objectives of the Ghazwat as
described in the Quran, along with their ethical references:

39

1. Defense of the Islamic Community: Many Ghazwat were

undertaken to protect the nascent Muslim community from
external threats. For instance, the Battle of Badr, considered the
first significant Ghazwat, was fundamentally defensive, aimed at
protecting Medina from the Quraysh's aggression. The Quranic
verse "Permission [to fight] is given to those who are fought
because they have been wronged, and indeed, Allah is competent
to give them victory” (Surah Al-Hajj, 22:39) underscores this
defensive aspect.

Establishment of Peace and Security: The Ghazwat aimed to
establish peace and security, not just for Muslims but for the
broader community. The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, although not a
battle, is considered a Ghazwa due to its significant impact on
peace between Muslims and Quraysh. The Quran speaks of it as a
clear victory, "Indeed, We have given you, [O Muhammad], a
clear conquest” (Surah Al-Fath, 48:1), highlighting the aim of
achieving peace through diplomatic means.

Elimination of Persecution and Injustice: The Ghazwat also
aimed to eliminate persecution and injustice. The Muslims,
having suffered persecution in Mecca, fought in Ghazwat to
ensure that freedom of religion and justice prevailed. The Quran
states, "And what is [the matter] with you that you fight not in the
cause of Allah and [for] the oppressed among men, women, and
children..." (Surah An-Nisa, 4:75), emphasizing the goal of
fighting to alleviate oppression.

Preservation of Religious Freedom: The Ghazwat were also
meant to preserve religious freedom, allowing people to practice
their faith without coercion or persecution. The Quran mentions,
"And fight them until there is no fitnah and [until] the religion, all
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of it, is for Allah" (Surah Al-Anfal, 8:39), signifying the struggle
against persecution and the establishment of an environment
where faith can be freely practiced.

5. Establishment of Moral and Social Order: Beyond the
immediate context of combat, the Ghazwat had broader objectives
related to establishing a moral and social order based on Islamic
principles. This included the eradication of practices deemed
immoral or unjust within Arabian society.

6. Demonstration of Commitment and Sacrifice: The Ghazwat
served as a means for the early Muslims to demonstrate their
commitment to Allah and the Islamic cause. It was a test of their
faith, as highlighted in various Quranic verses that discuss the
trials and tribulations faced during these battles.

7. Unification of the Ummah: The collective participation in
Ghazwat aimed to strengthen the bonds among Muslims, fostering
a sense of unity and brotherhood. It was a unifying experience
that transcended tribal and ethnic divides, emphasizing the
broader identity of the Muslim Ummah.t?

In all these contexts, the objectives of Ghazwat, as reflected in the Quran,
are deeply intertwined with ethical and moral principles, emphasizing
defense, justice, freedom, and commitment to divine commandments.
The Ghazwat are not merely historical events but are imbued with lessons
on leadership, ethics, and the pursuit of a just and moral societal order.
The Role, Leadership, and War Strategy of the Holy Prophet in
Ghazwat

The Ghazwat, battles led and participated in by Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), are not only historical events but also instances showcasing his
strategic acumen, ethical leadership, and spiritual guidance. These
battles, under the Prophet's command, offer profound insights into his

! Hasan Jalil, “Islamic Concept, Of Morality As Notion Of War Fighting Concept,”
NDU Journal, 2013,
https://scholar.archive.org/work/aln2trmrpbg67dh45nbgp2uequ/access/wayback/http://iw
ww.ndu.edu.pk/issra/issra_pub/articles/ndu-journal/NDU-Journal-2013/09-Islamic-
Concept-of-Morality.pdf.
2 Sohail H. Hashmi, “Chapter 8. Interpreting the Islamic Ethics of War and Peace,” in
The Ethics of War and Peace, ed. Terry Nardin (Princeton University Press, 1996), 146—
66, https://doi.org/10.1515/9780691221854-011.

40 Al-Adrak ResearchJournal

Volume 4, Issue 1, Jan-June, 2024



A Study of the Qur'anic Approaches towards... Naeem, Ali and Bibi

role as a leader, a military strategist, and a moral guide, embodying
principles that transcend mere military conquests.
Leadership and Ethical Conduct

1. Principle-Centered Leadership: The Prophet's leadership during
the Ghazwat was deeply rooted in Islamic principles. He
emphasized the importance of justice, mercy, and integrity,
guiding his companions to adhere to ethical conduct even in the
heat of battle.

2. Spiritual Guidance: His leadership was not confined to military
strategy but extended to spiritual guidance. He encouraged his
followers to maintain their faith, uphold their prayers, and seek
divine support, especially during critical moments in battles.

3. Empathy and Compassion: Demonstrated through instances like
his treatment of prisoners of war, where he urged his companions
to treat captives with kindness and provide them with food and
shelter.?

War Strategy and Tactical Acumen

1. Strategic Planning: Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) meticulously
planned each Ghazwa, considering various factors such as enemy
strength, terrain, and timing. For example, during the Battle of the
Trench (Ghazwa Khandaq), he adopted a defensive strategy by
digging a trench around Medina, a novel tactic that played a
crucial role in deterring the enemy coalition.

2. Adaptability: He was adaptable, altering his strategies in
response to changing circumstances on the battlefield. This
flexibility is evident in his quick decision-making during the
Battle of Uhud when he repositioned his archers to respond to the
evolving dynamics of the battle.

3. Intelligence and Reconnaissance: The Prophet valued
intelligence gathering, as seen in his sending scouts to gather
information about enemy movements and intentions, which
informed his strategic decisions and preparedness.?

1 Nik Maheran Nik Muhammad, “Prophetic Leadership Model: Conceptualizing a
Prophet’s Leadership Behaviour, Leader-Follower Mutuality and Altruism to Decision
Making Quality,” European Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies 1, no. 3 (2015): 80-93.
2 GholamReza Zandi, Naser Zandi Pour Joupari, and Ayesha Aslam, “The Strategies in
the Battles and Struggles of Prophet Muhammad: How It Can Be Applied in Modern
Business,” International Business Research 8, no. 11 (2015): 84.
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Role in War and Peace

1. Defensive Stance: The primary objective of the Ghazwat was
defense and protection of the Muslim community, emphasizing
that warfare was a last resort, only justifiable in the face of
oppression or aggression.

2. Promotion of Peace: His leadership aimed at establishing peace,
as illustrated in the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, where he chose
diplomacy over conflict, leading to a significant period of peace
and expansion of Islam.

3. Moral Conduct in War: The Prophet set strict guidelines for his
warriors, prohibiting the killing of non-combatants, destruction of
crops, or harm to prisoners, emphasizing that the warfare must be
conducted with ethics and humanity.!

Prophet Muhammad's (PBUH) role in the Ghazwat showcases a
multifaceted leadership model that combines strategic acumen, ethical
guidance, and spiritual leadership. His conduct during these battles
provides timeless lessons in leadership, strategy, and moral conduct,
offering a comprehensive blueprint that extends beyond the confines of
warfare to aspects of leadership and decision-making in various fields of
life.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Quranic depiction of Ghazwat not only elucidates a
multifaceted ethical framework governing armed conflict within Islamic
teachings but also offers profound insights into the spiritual, historical,
and theological dimensions of these divine battles. Through this
exploration, the core Islamic tenets of justice, proportionality, and
empathy are accentuated, providing a comprehensive guide for believers
to conduct warfare with moral integrity, while adhering to the principles
of faith, righteousness, and mercy.

The narratives of Ghazwat in the Quran unfold a rich mosaic of historical
episodes, imbued with moral guidance and spiritual insights, transporting
the reader to pivotal junctures in early Islamic history. These episodes
illustrate how faith, valor, and resolute commitment were instrumental in
shaping historical outcomes, transcending their immediate context to

! Ahmad Fauzi Abdul Hamid and Shaik Abdullah Hassan Mydin, “THE PROPHET
(PEACE BE ON HIM) AS A MODEL FOR UNIVERSAL PEACE AND JUSTICE.,”
Insights (20724586) 2 (2009).
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offer perennial lessons on human resilience, ethical struggle, and the
quest for justice amid trials.

Furthermore, the Quranic portrayal invites believers to delve into the
deeper essence of conflict and conciliation, urging them to embody
virtues of righteousness, compassion, and communal solidarity. Through
the leadership of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), these battles
exemplify integrity, courage, and unwavering faith in Allah, serving as a
testament to the ongoing struggle between truth and falsehood and
highlighting the concept of divine intervention and assistance.

Engaging with these narratives, we find not only historical accounts but
also sources of enduring wisdom, offering direction and motivation to
navigate contemporary challenges with fidelity and moral uprightness.
This exploration reinforces the belief in Allah's sovereignty over the
course of human history, enriching our appreciation for the Quranic
discourse and providing timeless lessons of perseverance, unity, and
reliance on divine guidance.
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