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‘é% ABSTRACT

This article provides a comprehensive overview of the evolution and
development of Qur’anic Tafasir (exegeses) in the Urdu language within
the Indian subcontinent. It traces the history of Urdu translations and
tafasir from their inception. The narrative begins with the early efforts
of translation, highlighting Qazi Muhammad Mu‘azzam Sambhali’s
translation in the 18th century, which mixed Arabic and Persian
elements. The first formal Urdu tafsir, “Khuda’l Ni‘mat” by Shah
Muradullah Ansari Sambhali, appeared in the late 12th century AH,
focusing on Juz ‘Amma. Key milestones include Hakim Sharif Khan
Dehlv1’s unpublished complete translation and Shah Rafi‘uddin’s first
complete word-for-word translation in 1200 AH. The article further
explores significant Urdu tafasir, noting their unique contributions and
contexts. It also explores the characteristics and impact of various
exegeses, offering insights into their methodologies and the socio-
religious contexts in which they were written. The article introduces key
figures and their contributions, highlights the scholarly efforts that have
significantly enriched the understanding and interpretation of the Holy
Qur’an in Urdu, reflecting a vibrant tradition of religious and linguistic
scholarship in the Indian subcontinent.

Keywords: Urdu Exegesis, Indian Subcontinent, Exegetical Literature,
Contribution, Evolution, Origin, Characteristics, Tafsir
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Introduction

The Urdu language, emerging as a significant medium for literary and
scholarly expression in the Indian subcontinent, has a rich history of
Qur’anic exegesis. This tradition, which began to take shape following the
prominence of Persian language, witnessed substantial contributions from
various scholars over the centuries. The evolution of tafsir in Urdu not only
reflects the linguistic and cultural dynamics of the region but also
showecases the intellectual rigor and devotion of its scholars. This article
delves into the historical development of Urdu exegetical literature, tracing
its roots, significant milestones, and notable works that have shaped the
landscape of Islamic scholarship in the Indian subcontinent. Beginning
with early translations that intertwined Arabic and Persian languages, the
narrative highlights pivotal contributions such as Qazi Muhammad
Mu‘azzam Sambhalt’s efforts and Shah Muradullah Ansari Sambhali’s
seminal tafsir “Khudda’t Ni ‘mat”. The journey progresses through the 12th
century hijri, marked by the first complete Urdu translations and exegeses
by figures like Shah Rafi‘uddin and Hakim Sharif Khan Dehlvi. These
foundational works set the stage for a flourishing tradition of tafsir writing
in Urdu, characterized by diverse methodologies and profound insights
into Qur’anic interpretation. This introduction aims to provide a
comprehensive overview of the key developments and influential exegeses
that continue to enrich the Urdu-speaking Muslim community's
understanding of the Qur’an.

1. The Evolution of Tafsir Writing in Urdu in the Indian Subcontinent
After the Persian language, the Urdu language gained popularity in the
Indian subcontinent and scholars made significant contributions to its
literature. The tradition of writing tafsir in this language was initiated by
the family of Shah Waliullah. Below is an overview of its evolution and
compilation.

1.1.  The Earliest Translation and Tafsir of the Qur’an in Urdu in
the Indian Subcontinent

The first translation of the Qur’an in the Indian subcontinent was done in
Hindi in the third century hijri. Among the early Urdu translations, Qazi
Muhammad Mu‘azzam Sambhali’s translation in 1131AH/1719AD is
notable, although it was not published and exists only as a manuscript. This
translation was not purely in Urdu but it was a mixture of Arabic and
Persian languages. !

1 Dr. Sayyid Shahid ‘Ali, Urdi Tafasir Bisawin Sadi Mein, (Lahore: Maktabah Qasim

al-'Ulam, n.d.), 10.
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Formal exegesis writing began in the late twelfth century hijrT in northern
India. Initially, most Urdu exegeses covered only one or two Sirahs. The
earliest complete Urdu translation and exegesis in the subcontinent is Shah
Muradullah Ansart Sambhali’s “Khudda’t Ni ‘mat”. It also known as “Tafsir
Muradiva” which covers only Juz ‘Amma. It was completed between 1184
and 1185 A.H. and was first published in 1298 AH. ! This work holds
significant importance in Urdu literature.

The first complete Urdu translation was done by Hakim Sharif Khan
Dehlvi (d. 1222 AH/1807 AD) on the orders of King Shah ‘Alam, but it
was never published. The manuscript remains in the Sharifi family.
According to Baba’-e Urdu Maulvi ‘Abdul Haqq, the language of this
translation is clearer than the translation of Shah ‘Abdul Qadir’s translation
in terms of the language of the translation. 2

The first complete “word-for-word” translation in Urdu was done by Shah
Waliullah’s son Shah Rafi‘uddin (d. 1233 AH/1818 AD). It was completed
in 1200 AH. This translation was first published in 1256 AH/1840 CE in
Calcutta and has been continuously published since. 3

Twenty years after the Tafsir al-Muradiyyah, in 1205 AH/1790 CE,
‘Abdul Qadir Dehlvi (d. 1230 AH), the third son of Shah Waliullah, Shah,
wrote a translation with commentary entitled Tafsir “Muzih-e-Qur’an”.
It was the first complete idiomatic translation and exegesis of the Qur’an
in Urdu language. This translation was highly popular and served as a
fundamental source for subsequent translators and commentators. Along
with translation, commentary notes are also popular among scholars and
commentators. According to scholars of every era, “Muzih-e-Qur’an” has
been regarded as a primary source and reference. Many renowned scholars,
such as Shaykh al-Hind Mahmiid Hasan Deobandi, Mawlana Shabbir
Ahmad “Uthmani, and Mawlana Ikhlaq Hussain Qasm1 Dehlavi, compiled
works based on “Muzih-e-Qur’an”, which gained significant popularity.
In short, both Shah Rafi‘uddin and Shah ‘Abdul Qadir's translations °
became guiding lights for later translators and commentators, thus the

L lbid

For more detail, see: Muhammad Salim Qasimi, Ja izah Tarajim Qur ani, Qasimi, (U.P:

Ma arif al-Qur’an, Dar al-Ulam Diwand, 1968), 9-76.

2 |bid, 26

3 Ibid, 22.

4 1bid, 10.

5> For more detail, see: Muhammad ‘Arif A ‘zami ‘Umri, Tazkirah Mufassirin-i Hind,

Vol. 1 (Azam Gadha: Dar al-Musannifin, 2006), 200-203.
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glorious era of Urdu translations and exegeses in Indian subcontinent
began from thirteenth century hijri, which continues to this day.

2. Introduction to Significant Urdu Exegeses in the Indian Subcontinent
Providing a detailed introduction to Urdu tafsir literature here is not
feasible, so we will present a brief introduction to some significant
exegeses to avoid excessive length. So a comprehensive introduction to
some important exegeses is presented below.

2.1.  Tafsir Rafi‘t

Its author Shah Rafi‘uddin (d. 1233 AH) was the son of Shah Waltullah
and the younger brother of Shah ‘Abdul ‘Aziz. Apart from his notable
qur’anic service of the first literal translation of the Qur’an in Urdu
language, his exegetical achievement is the commentary on Sirah
Bagarah, which was published under the title “Tafsir Rafi 7. The
distinctive feature of this tafsir is its emphasis on the “Nazm-e-Qur’an”
(the coherence of the Qur’an). Throughout the tafsir, subtle points are
elaborated upon from this perspective.Additionally, it includes an *
excellent discussion on the topic of “Naskh wa Mansukh” (abrogation). 2
2.2.  Tafsir Raufi

This tafsir also known as "Tafsir Mujaddidi," its author Shah Rauf Ahmad
Mujaddidi (d. 1249 AH/1833 AD) was a student of Shah ‘Abdul ‘Aziz and
a descendant of Mujaddid Alif Thani. He was a commentator, hadith
scholar, Sifi, and poet of Persian and Urdu languages. It was published in
two volumes. There are few explanatory discussions in it and more
attention has been given to translation. It explains the connections between
the Sirahs.®

2.3.  Tafsir Qadri

Authored by Mawlana Fakhruddin Ahmad Qadri, this tafsir has been
published in two volumes.*

2.4. Faiz-ul-Karim

It is written by Qazi Sabghatullah Badr-ud-Doula (d. 1280 AH/1863 AD),
who started this tafsir in his later years and passed away after completing
seven sections. His sons and grandson completed it. The Mufassirin
(exegetes) of this tafsir has extensively utilized not only the well-known

Y A‘zam1 ‘Umri, Tazkirah Mufassirin-i Hind, vol. 1, 95.

2 Ibid, 1/197

% Ibid, 1/229.

4 Dr. Muhammad Aftab Khan, Mawlana ‘Abd al-Hakim Akbari, ‘1lm-e-Tafsir wa

Hadith ka Irtiga Ghuzashtah Chaudah Sadiyon Mein, (Lahore: Adabiyat, n.d.), 89.
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tafsir but also the books of hadith, Figh and ‘Ilm al-Kalam. As a result,
this tafsir relieves the reader from the need to study many other books. *
2.5.  Jami’ al-Tafasir

Authored by Mawlana Qutbuddin Dehlvi (d. 1289 AH), this tafsir’s main
feature is the explanation of connections between the Siirahs. However, it
does not discuss the connections and coherence between the verses. Its
second major distinction is the elucidation of Qur’anic

styles with a predominant sermonic style. It also addressing the theological
discussions.?

2.6.  Tafsir Axir-e-A‘zam

Authored by Mawlana Muhammad Ehteshamuddin Moradabadi (d. 1300
AH), this is a voluminous tafsir. Its first volume was published in 1885 CE
from Moradabad and the twelfth volume covering Sirah Taha was
published in 1898 CE.

2.7.  Ghayat ul-Burhan fi Ta'wil al-Qur’an

This is a complete tafsir of the Qur’an by Mawlana Hakim Sayyid
Muhammad Hasan Amrohi Moradabadi. He completed in 1305 AH/1887
CE and first published in 1312 AH /1894 CE from Moradabad in two
volumes. The Qur’an's translation is done in a standard style and the tafsir
is presented in an easy-to-understand manner. Special attention is given to
Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an. Additionally, significant reference is made
to the Torah and detailed discussions are provided on the creation of the
universe, predictions about the Holy Prophet PBUH and other prophets.
Thus, this tafsir gained popularity due to its merits; however,
contemporary readers do not find it fully satisfying because it uses a highly
formal Urdu language which, despite its merits, makes it difficult for
modern readers to understand.®

2.8. Tarjuman al-Qur’an bi-Lata'if al-Qur’an

Authored by Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan (d. 1307 AH/1890 AD). The
primary sources for this tafsir include Muzih-e-Qur’an, Tafsir Ibn-e-
Kathir, Fath al-Qadir, and his own tafsir Fath ul-Bayan. 1ts key exegetical
principles include Tafsir bil-Qur’an, Tafsir bil-Hadith, and tafsir bil-
Agwal al-Sahabah wa at-Tabi'in. He wrote seven volumes from Siirah al-
Fatiha to Siirah al-Kahf and from Strah al-Mulk to Stirah al-Nas. After the

! For more detail, see: Muhammad Salah al-Din Ayyib, “Tafsir Fayz al-Karim,” in

Qur’an Majid ki Tafsirein Chaudah Sau Baras Mein, (Patna: Khuda Baksh Oriental

Public Library, 1995) 236.

2 For more detail, see: A‘zami1 ‘Umri, Tazkirah Mufassirin-i Hind, vol. 1, 231-237.

3 Ibid, 11.
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death of Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan, his student Mawlana Zulfigar Bhopali
was completed it and wrote the tafsir from Stirah Maryam to Strah al-
Tahrim.?

2.9. A‘zam al-Tafasir

Its author Mawlana ‘Abdul Rahim Bakhsh Dehlavi (d. 1314 AH), wrote a
concise and scholarly tafsir which includes the marginal notes of “‘ Allama
Faizi’s Sawa’ati ul-Ilham”. 2

2.10. Tafsir ul-Qur’an wal-Huda wal-Furqan

Authored by Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan (d. 1315 AH/1898 AD). In their
exegetical principles, Mu'tazilt influence is prominent. He gave preference
to reason over tradition in cases of conflict and denied the existence of
paradise and hell, the torment of the grave, angels, jinn, the vision of Allah,
the lifting of Mount Tur, and the miracles of the prophets. He presented
interpretations of certain verses that are in conflict with the entire history
of the Muslim Ummah. As a result, scholars labeled him as heretic, infidel,
and naturist. Numerous exegeses were written in its denial. Apart from
other scholars, this commentary has also been disliked by Sir Syed's
admirers and close associates.

2.11. Gharib ul-Qur’an

Authored by Deputy Nazir Ahmad Khan (d. 1331 AH/1912 AD). The
translation does not maintain the order of the text and it uses the colloquial
language of Delhi. This translation along with notes was published by Taj
Company. It is very popular among scholars.

2.12. Tafsir-e-Haqqani

Authored by Abit Muhammad ‘Abdul Haqq Haqqgant (d. 1335 AH/1916
AD). It also known as Fath ul-Mannan Tafsir ul-Qur’an. However, it is
better known by the name of Tafsir-e- Haggani. 1t comprises eight
volumes and holds a significant position in Urdu exegetical literature. No
previous tafsir in Urdu had been written as comprehensively and with such
sound arguments. Author has presented both riwayah (narration) and
dirayah in it. The tafstr includes Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an (explanation
through Qur’anic verses), Shan-e-Nuzul (the context of revelation),
Tarakib-e-Nahvi (grammatical constructs), and refutations of the beliefs of
heretical sects. The preface of this tafsir, titled “Al-Bayan fi "‘Ulum al-

! Malik ‘Abd al-Rashid ‘Iraqi, Bar-e-Saghir Pak wa Hind mein ‘Ulama-e-Ahl-e-Hadith

ki Tafsirt Khidmat, (Faisalabad: Sadiq Khalil Islamik La’ibreri, 1st ed. 2000), 28.

2 |bid, 34.

3 For more detail about Sir Sayyid, see: Muhammad Radi al-Islam Nadwi, Bar-e-Saghir

mein Mutala ‘ah Qur’an, (Lahore: Maktabah Qasim al-‘Ultm, n.d.), 11-36.
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Qur’an,” is also highly significant covering the tafsir, the exegetical
principles, and Qur’anic sciences.

2.13. Mawahib al-Rahman

This extensive and comprehensive tafsir represents the Ahl al-Sunnah wal-
Jamd ‘ah school of thought. Authored by Sayyid Amir ‘Alf Malihabadi (d.
1337 AH/1918 AD) at the request of Munshi Nawal Kishore, it was first
published by Nawal Kishore Press. For its time, it provided an easy word-
for-word translation, although it is considered difficult by the modern
times. It includes many hadith and their translations. The commentator has
rejected the ideologies of naturism, Shi'a, Mu'tazila, and the Khawarij.

Its preface is comprised of several sections that describe about the sciences
of the Qur’an, the virtues of the Siirahs, the revelation of the Qur’a n, the
names and commentary of the exegetic books of the Tabi‘in and Tab*
Tabi‘in and later periods, the Qira'at (Qur’anic readings), the Prophet's
PBUH missionary activities, and early Sufis. 2

2.14. Tadhkir al-Qur’an

This two-volume tafsir of the entire Qur’an authored by Maulvi
Wahiduddin Zaman (d. 1338 AH/1920 AD) is also known as Tafsir-e-
Wahidi. 1t reflects the Ahl al-Hadith school of thought presenting a fine
and easy tafsir in the style of the early hadith scholars. It emphasizes Tafsir
ul-Qur’an bil-Hadith 3

2.15. Ahsan al-Tafasir

This seven-volume tafsir authored by Maulvi Hafiz Sayyid Ahmad Hasan
(d. 1338 AH/1920 AD). It incorporates Shah ‘Abdul Qadir’s translation. It
is a traditional tafsir based on Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an, Tafsir ul-
Qur’an bil-Hadith, and tafsir bil-Aqwal is-Sahabah wa at-Tabi'in. It also
references Tafsir Ibn-e-Jarir, Tafsir Ibn-e-Kathir, Tafsir Khazin, and
Tafsir Ma'alim al-Tanzil. Author specifically adhered to the principles of
authenticity in accepting narrations.

2.16. Khulasat ul-Tafsir

Authored by Mawlana Fath Muhammad Ta’ib Lucknavi (d. 1342 AH/1923
AD), It has been published in four volumes. *

! Prof. Dr. Muhammad Bagqir, Khan Khakwani, Pakistan mein Qur'an Majid ke Urdii
Tarajim wa Tafasir 1947 ta hal, (Islamabad: ‘Allamah Igbal Open University,
2007), 69.

2 |bid, 39-40.

3 Ibid, 20.

* For more detail, see: ‘Abd al-Rashid ‘Iraqi, Bar-e-Saghir Pak wa Hind mein ‘Ulama-
e-Ahl-e-Hadith ki Tafsiri Khidmat, 36. Shahid ‘Ali, Urdi Tafasir Bisawin Sadi Mein,
25-28.
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2.17. Tafsir Furqan Hamid

Authored by Maulvi Muhammad Insha’ Allah (d. 1347 AH/1928 AD),
Actually it is an Urdu translation of ‘Allama Rashid Rida’s Tafsir “al-
Manar.” However, the author has also provided his own commentary
along with the translation.

2.18. Khulasat al-Tafasir

Authored by Muhammad “Alj, it was published in 1348 AH/1929 CE. It
represents Shi‘a beliefs and extensively uses weak and fabricated
narrations to substantiate these beliefs.!

2.19. Al-Jamal wal-Kamal

Authored by Qazi Muhammad Sulaiman Salman Mansirpuri (d. 1349
AH/1930 AD), It is solely the tafsir of Stirah Yasuf. It was first published
in Patiala and has since been reprinted multiple times in Lahore.

2.20. Tafsir Bayan al-Nas

Authored by Khwaja Ahmaduddin (d. 1936 AD). It is written in seven parts
presenting an idiomatic translation in simple Urdu. The author had
connections with ‘Abdullah Chakralvi and Ghulam Ahmad Qadiyani. He
was an advocate of ‘Abdullah Chakralvi’s teachings. He considered reason
and language as primary sources for tafsir. He did not accept the authority
of the Hadith of the Prophet PBUH and its status as a source of tafsir. His
tafsir’s style is influenced by Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan and Mawlana Abul
Kalam Azad. Qur’an-I-Qur’an bi-Tafsir ulHe adopted the method of 2
and tried to prove everything from the Qur’an itself

2.21. Hamail al-Tafsir

Authored by Dr. Muhammad ‘Abdul Hakim Khan (d. 1359 AH/1940 AD).
He wrote a tafsir titled " Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an” in English and its
Urdu translation was published in 1324 AH/1904 CE under the title
"Hamail al-Tafsir". The most significant feature of this tafsir is Tafsir ul-
Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an, and by following this principle, author provided both
concise and detailed explanations in the tafsir, demonstrating the
universality and vastness of the

Qur’anic themes.*

2.22. Buligh ul-Hayran fi Rabt-e-Ayat ul-Furqan

Based on the lessons of Mawlana Hussain “Al1 Alwani (d. 1943 AD). His
students, particularly Mawlana Ghulamullah Khan and Sayyid Nazar

! Shahid ‘Ali, Urdii Tafasir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 37.

2 |bid, 44.

3 1bid, 46.

4 1bid, 22.
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Shah, compiled and published his interpretative explanations and research.
The tafsir is known for its emphasis on the nazm-e- Qur’an (coherence of
the Qur’an) and order of Qur’an.

2.23. Bayan ul-Qur’an

Its commentator is Mawlana Ashraf “Alt Thanawi (d. 1362 AH/1943 CE). At the
beginning of the tafsir, a preface is given, which reveals the characteristics and
principles of translation and interpretation. This tafsir is equally beneficial for
both the general public and scholars. Mawlana Sayyid Sulaiman Nadw1 states,

“To assess the importance of this TafsTr, it is enough that even scholars feel the

need to study it.”In this tafsir, Thanawi also summarized the works of all the '

ancient scholars. When Bayan al-Qur’an was written, the Arabic and Persian
languages were commonly used in the Indian subcontinent, which is why, even
though the language of this tafsir is Urdu, there is a dominance of Arabic and
Persian in it.

2.24. Majmii‘ah Tafasir Sindht

Authored by Mawlana ‘Ubaidullah Sindh1 (d. 1944 AD) who was born in
a Sikh family and converted to Islam at the age of 15 after reading
Mawlana ‘Ubaidullah Paili's book “Tuhfat ul-Hind”. His tafsir thoughts
are based on the scholarly and Islamic principles of Shah Waliullah but
with his own unique approach and conclusions,making him a significant 2
figure in tafsir scholarship.

2.25. Hal ul-Qur’an

Authored by Mawlana Habib Ahmad Kairanvi (d. 1366 AH/1947 AD). He
presented a translation in idiomatic Urdu following Mawlana Ashraf “Al1
ThanvT’s translation. He did not emphasize jurisprudential issues. The
theological element dominates the exegesis. He adequately refuted false
beliefs and briefly addressed contemporary and historical objections®
2.26. Tafsir Thana’1

A concise and comprehensive tafsir authored by Mawlana Sana’ullah
Amratsari (d. 1948 AD) in a polemical and theological style over 36 years.
He extensively criticized Sir Sayyid's views on angels, paradise, hell, *
Adam, Iblis, Ruyat-e-Bari Ta‘ala (the vision of Allah), and the physical

' Mawlana Muhammad Ashraf Thanawi, (d. 1362 AH/1943 CE), Tafsir Bayan ul-

Qur’an, Vol. 1 (Lahore, Maktabah Rahmaniyah, n.d.), 3.

2 For more detail, see: Maulana ‘Ubaydullah Sindhi, Shah Waltullah aur un ka Falsafah,
(Lahore: Sindh Sagar Akadami, 2002), 23.

3 Shahid ‘Ali, Urdii Tafasir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 63.

4 Maulana ‘Abd al-Majid Stihadravi, Sirat Thana 7, (Lahore: Maktabah Qudiisiyah 1st
€d.1989), 247.
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ascension of the Prophet PBUH.The tafsir also refutes the beliefs of !
various non-Islamic sects like Arya Samaj, Christian, Jews, Parst, Sikh,
naturist, Baha'i, Ahmadr, Shi ‘a, and Barelvi in the light of the Qur’an and
Sunnah.?

2.27. Tafsir-e-"Uthmani

Authored by Mawlana Shabbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani (d. 1369 AH/1949 AD)
this is a concise yet

comprehensive tafsir that often eliminates the need to read the extensive
exegeses. It addresses contemporary issues and provides satisfactory
answers to current problems.?

2.28. ‘Am Fahm Tafsir

The first edition of this tafsir by Khwaja Hasan Nizami was published in
1924 CE. He used Shah Rafi‘uddin's word-for-word translation and
provided a clear explanation of Qur’anic verses in a simple manner suitable
for the common reader.*

2.29. Wazih ul-Bayan fi Tafsir Umm ul-Qur’an

Authored by Mawlana Ibrahim Sialkoti (d. 1375 AH/1956 AD), a
prominent exegete, historian, debater and scholar of Arabic and Persian
languages. This extensive tafsir of Strah al-Fatiha is written in the style of
"Tafsir Razi" and spans 488 pages.®

2.30. Tabsir ul-Rahman fi Tafsir ul-Qur’an

Authored by Mawlana Muhammad Ibrahtim Mir Sialkott (d. 1375
AH/1956 AD). Written in the style of Tafsir Mahaimi, it elaborates details
on concise, explains ambiguous points and clarifies reasons and nuances
of literature and rhetoric using Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an and Tafsir ul-
Qur’an bil-Hadith. The author also selects his preferred opinion among
different views of the Mufassirin.

2.31. Tarjuman ul-Qur’an

Authored by Mawlana Abil Kalam Azad (d. 1378 AH/1958 AD), this
tafsir covers only two volumes reflecting his viewpoints. Mawlana
Ghulam Rastl Mehr compiled and published his remaining writings in the
form of a third volume titled “Bdagiyat-e-Tarjuman ul-Qur’an”. Mawlana

! Maulana ‘Abd al-Mubin Nadwi, “Thana ‘ullah Amritsart ki Tafsirt Khidmat,” in

Qur’an ki Tafsirein Chaudah Sau Baras Mein, 314.

2 Shahid ‘Ali, Urdii Tafésir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 35.

3 ‘Allamah Shabbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani (d. 1369 AH/1949 CE), Vol. 1, Tafsir-e- ‘Uthmani,

(Karacht: Dar al-Isha‘at, 2007), 6.

4 Shahid ‘Ali, Urdii Tafésir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 29.

® ‘Abd al-Rashid ‘Iraqt, Bar-e-Saghir Pak wa Hind mein ‘Ulama-e-Ahl-e-Hadith ki

Tafstri Khidmat, 40.
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Abt Mimin Manstr Ahmad also collected Qur’anic verses from al-Hilal,
al-Balagh, and Azad's articles, translating and interpreting them to present
the third volume. Additionally, Shaykh Muhammad ‘Abduhu completed
the third volume which has been published.!

2.32. Kashf-ul-Rahman ma‘a Taysir ul-Qur’an wa Tashil ul-Qur’an
Authored by Mawlana Sa‘id Ahmad Dehlavi (d. 1959 AD). After 18 years
of effort, he completed the interlinear translation "Kashf-ul-Rahman," a
brief tafsir on the margins "Taysir ul-Qur’an," and a detailed tafsir “Tashil
ul-Qur’an”. Emphasis is given to Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an. To make
the content more understandable, numerous hadiths are presented, legal
issues are discussed as necessary, and only Sunni doctrines are addressed,
avoiding criticism of other sects. “Ashab-e-Nazool” (Reasons for
revelation) are briefly explained.?

2.33. Khulasat Tafsir al-Manar

In this tafsir, Mawlana ‘Abdul Hamid Suhrawardi (d. 1312 AH/1959 AD)
has summarized ‘Allama Rashid Rada Misrt's Tafsir "al-Manar”.3

2.34. Tafsir ul-Hasanat bil-Ayat il-Bayyinat

This exegesis spans seven volumes. The author Abt al-Hasanat Shah (d.
1961 AD) wrote the commentary up to Stirah Qaf and the remaining
portion was completed by his son Mawlana Khalil. This tafsir particularly
emphasizes the Tafsir bil-Qur'an (interpretation of the Qur'an through the
Qur'an) and Tafsir bil-Hadith (explanation by the Hadith).

2.35. Taqrib ul-Qur'an

This exegesis is authored by Mawlana ‘Abdul Wahab Khan Rampiir (d.
1964 AD). He provided a word-for-word translation and placed special
emphasis on Tafsir ul-Ayat bil-Ayat (interpreting verses with other verses).
He discussed various jurisprudential issues and included the differing
opinions of different schools of thought. Additionally, he briefly
discussed the fundamental concepts of Islam in a philosophical manner.*
2.36. Tafsir Na'imi

This exegesis, also known as “Ashraf al-Tafasir” is authored by Mawlana
Muftt Ahmad Yar Khan Barelvi (d. 1971CE). It is a prominent tafsir in the

! Khakwani, Pakistan mein Qur'an Majid ke Urdii Tarajim wa Tafastr 1947 ta hal,

71.

2 Tangidi Ja’izah, (MPhil dissertation; Government College University Faisalabad,

Shubbah ‘Uliim-e-Islamiyyah wa ‘Arabi, 2018), 40.

% ‘Abd al-Rashid ‘Traqi, Bar-e-Saghir Pik wa Hind mein ‘Ulama-e-Ahl-e-Hadith ki

Tafsiri Khidmat, 47.

4 Shahid ‘Ali, Urdii Tafasir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 67-68.
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Barelvi school of thought and is characterized by a mystical aspect. It
consists of the lessons given by the author over 19 years. It includes the
word-for-word translation by Ahmad Raza Khan Barelvi and summary of
various other tafasir such as Rith ul-Bayan, Tafsir al-Kabir, Tafsir al- ‘Izz1,
and Tafsir ul-Madarik.*

2.37. Ma'arif u-Qur’an

Its commentator is Mawlana Idris Kandhlawt (d. 1394 AH/1974 CE), a
renowned Muhaddith and Sheikh of Tafsir and Hadith. Ma‘arif al-Qur’an
is a tafsir comprising the explanation and elaboration of Qur’anic verses,
authentic Hadiths, sayings of the Companions and Tabi‘in, research on
complex issues, refutation of atheists and heretics, and responses to their
objections and doubts. The translation and commentary follow the path of
the righteous predecessors (Salaf Salihin). This Tafsir reflects the
knowledge and insights of all the learned scholars from the time of the
Prophet PBUH up to that era. In summary, it is the essence and summary

of the knowledge and insights of the Salaf Salihin and later scholars.” The

purpose of this tafsir is to critique and rectify the thoughts and Qur’anic
interpretations and exegesis of Muslim reformers influenced by western

thoughts and civilization.dhlawi wrote the Tafsir up Mawlana Idris Kan *

to Surat al-Saffat before he passed away. Later, his son, Mawlana Malik
Kandhlawi, completed the Tafsir from Strat Sad to the end of the Qur’an,
following his father's

methodology.*

2.38. Ma'ariful Qur'an

It is authored by Muftt Muhammad Shafi" (d. 1976 AD), is a purely
jurisprudential tafsir representing the Deobandi school of thought. It spans
eight volumes and has been translated into English. It starts with linguistic
discussions followed by commentary and issues. The author extensively
benefited from various classical exegeses such as Tafsir Ibn-e-Kathir,
Tafsir-e-Qurtubt, Bahr-e-Muhit, Sihih Sittah, and Tafsir-e-Mazhart. He
generally followed the stance of the Salaf (predecessors), paid great
attention to jurisprudential issues, and shed light on contemporary matters.

! 1bid, 57-58.

? Mawlana Muhammad Idris Kandhlawi, Ma ‘arif al-Qur’an, Vol. 1 (Lahore, Maktabah

al-Ma‘arif, 2" ed. 1422 AH), 6.

3 Ibid, 1/18

4 1dris Kandhlawi, Ma ‘arif al-Qur’an, 1/6.
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Additionally, he made special arrangements for Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-l-
Qur’an.t

2.39. Tafsir-e-Majidi

It is authored by Mawlana ‘Abdul Majid Daryabadi (d. 1978). It holds a
prominent place among the exegeses of the Indian subcontinent. The
author benefited from numerous Arabic, Persian and Urdu books and
tafasir. He comprehensively discussed jurisprudential issues prominently
featuring the Hanafi school of thought.?

2.40. Tafhim-ul-Qur'an

This well-known tafsir is authored by Mawlana Sayyid Abiil A ‘1a Maudadi
(d. 1979 AD). Consisting of six volumes, it is an easy-to-understand tafsir.
It has been widely published in the subcontinent® and translated into
English and several other languages.*

In the lengthy introduction to the tafsir, the author detailed its objectives.
Instead of a literal translation, he adopted a free translation method® and
paid considerable attention to Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-I-Qur’an (interpreting
the Qur'an with the Qur'an). He also paid attention to Tafsir ul-Qur’an bil-
Hadith (interpreting the Qur'an with hadith) ® and provided good
explanations of jurisprudential issues. He presented the opinions of various
imams and the consensus, detailed the differences among scholars, and
offered his views on these issues.’

The main subject of this tafsir is the Qur'anic philosophy. The author
elaborated on all aspects of life, including individual and collective,
economic and social, and ethical and political aspects. This clearly demonstrates
that the Qur'an is a complete code of life and success lies in adhering to it. This
theme is consistently represented throughout the tafsir.®

241. Tafsir-e-Mahmiid

It is authored by Muftt Mahmid (d. 1979 AD) presents his teachings and
notes under the name “Tafsir Mahmud”. It follows the rhetorical style of
Imam al-Baydawr with a unique approach in politics. The exegesis

! Muftt Muhammad Shafi‘, Ma ‘Grif al-Qur’an, Vol. 1 (Karacht: Maktabah Ma ‘arif al-

Qur’an, 2008), 6.

2 Shahid ‘Ali, Urdii Tafasir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 55.

3 1bid, 69.

4 Aftab Khan, Mawlana ‘Abd al-Hakim Akbari, ‘llm-e-Tafsir wa Hadith ka Irtiqa

Ghuzashtah Chaudah Sadiyon Mein, 92.

5 Shahid ‘Ali, Urdii Tafésir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 70.

6 Ibid, 72.

7 Shahid ‘Ali, Urdi Tafasir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 74.

8 Shahid ‘Ali, Urdii Tafasir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 78.
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discusses the connection between verses and offers excellent discussions
on jurisprudential issues.!

2.42. Jawahir-ul-Qur'an

This tafsir is authored by Mawlana Ghulamullah Khan (d. 1980 AD). It is
an excellent tafsir that emphasizes Tafsir bil-Qur'an. It effectively
compiles material from both ancient and modern Arabic, Persian and Urdu
Tafasir, especially drawing from the knowledge and insights of the author’s
teacher Mawlana Hussain ‘Ali. Essentially, it serves as a detailed
explanation, simplification, and new arrangement and compilation of
Mawlana Hussain ‘Alt's Tafsir “Balaghat-ul-Hayran”.

2.43. Bayan-ul-Subhan

Authored by Mawlana Sayyid ‘Abdul Da’im Jalalt (d. 1983 AD), this tafsir
offers a colloquial translation and provides summaries of the verses
alongside the commentary. The tafsir is confined to the Tafsir bil-Mathiir
(traditional exegesis), clarifying the majority's perspective on
jurisprudential issues. 2

2.44. Mafhim-ul-Qur'an

This Tafsir by Ghulam Ahmad Parvez (d. 1985 AD), a student of
‘Abdullah Chakralvi and Aslam Jairajpari, represents the Quranist
perspective.

The author emphasizes that the Qur'an explains its themes by addressing
them at various places, making its meanings clear by repeating the verses
in different contexts. This principle is rigorously followed in this exegesis.®
Despite the validity of Tafsir bil-Qur'an, deviant exegetes have used this
principle to adopt their flawed interpretations. The second principle of this
exegesis is to completely avoid the sayings, actions, and deeds of the
Prophet Muhammad PBUH in interpreting the Qur'an. According to the
author, “since traditions are uncertain and speculative, they cannot be the
basis of exegesis”.* However, practically a rejecter of Hadith also denies
the Qur'an.

2.45. Siraj-ul-Bayan

This five-volume exegesis by Mawlana Muhammad Hanif Nadvi (d. 1987
AD) is noteworthy.

! For more detail, see: Muftt Mahmiid, Tafsir Mahmiid, Vol. 1 (Lahore: Jami‘at

Publications, 1st ed. 2006), 35.

2 Shahid ‘Ali, Urdii Tafésir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 47.

3 Ghulam Ahmad Parwez, Mafhiim al-Qur an, (Lahore: Tulu‘-e-Islam Trust, 1st ed.

1961), 28.

4 |bid, 16.

85 Al-Adrak ResearchJournal
Volume 4, Issue 1, Jan-June, 2024




A Critical Analysis of the Origin, Evolution.......... Parveen

The major sources include classical Arabic Tafasir such as Tafsir Ibn-e-
Jarir, Tafsir Ibn-e-Kathir, Tafsir-e-Khazin, Madarik, Tafsir Razi, Rith-ul-
Ma ‘ani, and Durr-e-Manthir, as well as Urdu Tafasir like Muzih-e-
Qur'an, Biyan-ul-Qur'an, and Tafsir-e-Haqqgani. The exegesis covers
literary and linguistic points, mystical and rhetorical discussions and
contemporary issues.

2.46. Tafsir-e-Qur'an

Authored by Mawlana Sayyid “Alt Naqi (d. 1988), this seven-volume tafsir
provides a comprehensive explanation of revelation, the history of the
Qur'an, its miraculous nature, exegesis and principles of exegesis, and
Shi‘a beliefs. The author extensively benefited from various exegeses. The
commentary starts with Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an (interpreting the
Qur'an through the Qur'an) and also includes explanations through Hadith
and sayings, with frequent reference to narrations representing Shi‘a
beliefs.!

2.47. Tasir-e-Qur'an

This exegesis by Mawlana ‘Abdul Rahman Keelani (d. 1995 AD) follows
the tradition of the Salaf (predecessors) and is a comprehensive
commentary based on previous Tafsir bil-Hadith (classical exegeses). The
author provided a colloquial and fluent translation, explaining complex
and intricate issues in a simple manner. He adopted a moderate stance on
controversial and subsidiary matters. In addition to this exegesis, the
author has written several other books.

2.48. Mutaradifat-ul-Qur'an

Authored by Mawlana ‘Abdul Rahman Keelani (d. 1995 AD), this
exegesis excellently explains the subtle differences between Mutaradifat
(synonymous words) used in the Holy Qur'an.?

2.49. Tadabbur-i-Qur’an

Its commentator is Mawlana Amin Ahsan Islahi (d. 1418 AH/1997 CE), a
distinguished interpreter of the Qur’an, religious scholar, author, and
research scholar from the Farahi school. This tafsir is regarded as the
authoritative interpretation of the Farahi school of thought. This tafsir
diverges from conventional principles of interpretation. Among internal
resources, the foremost is the language of the Qur’an. Islaht interpreted the
language in a broader sense rather than a limited one. The second principle
IS Nazm-e- Qur’an (coherence of Qur’an). In fact, coherence is the

! Shahid ‘Ali, Urdii Tafasir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 80.

2 Abd al-Rashid ‘Iraqi, Bar-e-Saghir Pak wa Hind mein ‘Ulama-e-Ahl-e-Hadith ki

Tafstri Khidmat, 54.
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fundamental principle of this tafsir. The third principle of internal
resources is “Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi al-Qur’an”. He considered Hadith and
the sayings of the Companions as external resources. Islahi directly
interpreted the Qur’an through reflection and gave utmost importance to

the principle of “Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi al-Qur’an”. In summary, the most
important features of this tafsir are the interpretation of the Qur’an by the

Qur’an and the coherence and interconnection of verses. '

2.50. Ziya ul-Qur’an

Its author, Pir Muhammad Karam Shah al-Azhart (d. 1418 AH/1998 CE),
was a respected religious scholar, a great interpreter of the Qur’an. This
tafsir represents the Barelvi school of thought. In it, the knowledge and
insights of the Salaf Salihin have been presented in an easy-to-understand
manner. The author adopted a simple and understandable style. In
discussing legal issues, the opinions of the four schools of jurisprudence
are mentioned, but preference is given to the views of Imam Abu Hanifah.
Based on its numerous virtues, this tafsir is considered one of the most
important tafsirs of the present era.

2.51. Anwar-ul-Bayan fi Kashf al-Asrar

The author of this exegesis, Mawlana Muhammad ‘ashiq Ilahi (d. 2001
AD), belonged to the district of Meerut. The tafsir emphasizes Tafsir bil-
Qur'an and Tafsir bil-Hadith. The author provides detailed explanations of
jurisprudential issues and Asbab-e-Nuzil (reasons for revelation).

2.52. Hidayat-ul-Qur'an

This eight-volume tafsir was authored by Muhammad Usman Kashif al-
Hashmi (d. 1417 AH) for the first three volumes and Parah ‘Amma, ?

while the remaining volumes were written by Sa‘id Ahmad Palanpuri (d.
2020 AD). This easily understandable tafsir is written for readers with
minimal Urdu knowledge. ®

2.53. Miftah-ul-Qur'an

Mawlana Shabbir Ahmad Azhar Mirthi (d. 2005 AD) completed this
exegesis over 21 years. The author strictly adhered to the principle of
interpreting the Tafsir ul-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an, providing explanations of

! Shahid ‘Ali, Urdi Tafasir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 95.

2 For more detail, see: Maulana Khurshid Hasan Qasimi, Dar al- ‘Uliim ki Tarikhi
Shakhsiyat, (Diwbund: Maktabah Tafsir al-Qur’an Jami‘ Masjid, n.d.), 109.

3 Mufii Sa‘1id Ahmad Palanpiiri, Hidayat al-Qur an, Vil. 1 (Dihli: Maktabah Hijaz
Diwabund, 1438 AH/2017 CE), 2.
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the verses that are used for Tafsir bi-1-Qur’an, which clarifies the subject
comprehensively.!

2.54. Tashrih-ul-Qur'an

It is authored by Mawlana ‘Abdul Karim Parékh (d. 2007 AD). The
comments written in your second edition indicate that some words in the
translation were objectionable. Therefore, after scholarly review, it was
republished under the name “Tashrih-ul-Qur'an”. ?

2.55. Ma‘alim-ul-Irfan fi Duris-ul-Qur'an

This tafsir comprises the lessons given by Mawlana ‘Abdul Hamid Swati
(d. 2008AD) to the general public at Jami * Masjid Nar. These discussions
were recorded on tape and later transcribed. The tafsir emphasizes Tafsir
bil-Qur'an wal-Hadith (interpreting the Qur'an through the Qur'an and
Hadith) and Tafsir bil-Agwal il-Sahabah (through the sayings of the
Companions). The author provided excellent linguistic research and
included Arabic, Persian and Urdu poetry.®

2.56. Zakheerat-ul-Janan fi Fahm-ul-Qur'an

Authored by Mawlana Muhammad Sarfaraz Khan Safdar (d. 2009 AD), a
prominent figure of the present era, this exegesis includes numerous books
written by the author.

2.57. Tafsir Dars-ul-Qur'an

This tafsir by Mawlana Zafiruddin (d. 2011 AD) is written in simple Urdu.
The author used the literal and colloquial translation by Shah Rafi‘uddin
and the notes by Mawlana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanvi. The author wrote five
volumes and the sixth volume was completed by Qart Ikhlag Ahmad
Siddiqt. The tafsir benefited from various classical exegeses such as Tafsir
Kabir, Tafsir Ibn-e-Kathir, Tafsir-e-Mazhari, Tafsir Ma ‘alim-ul-Qur'an,
Tafsir Rih-ul-Ma ‘ani, Tafsir-e-Haqqani, Bayan-ul-Qur'an, Tafsir-e-
Majidi, and Tarjuman-ul-Qur'an.

2.58. Tibyan ul-Qur’an

This tafsir is written by ‘Allama Ghulam Rasiil Sa‘1d1 (d. 1437 AH/2016
CE), who was associated with the Barelvi school of thought and was a
representative scholar of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama'ah. 1t is a
comprehensive, detailed, and unparalleled tafsir bi al-Ma 'thir (based on

! Shahid ‘Ali, Urdii Tafasir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 110.

2 Maulana Ikhlaq Husain Qasimi, ‘Ulama-e-Diwand ki Tafsivi Khidmat, (Dihli: Tbna’e

Qadim Dar al- 'Ulim Diwand, 2000), 45-46.

3 For more detail, see: Shaziyah Fakhr Baldch, Professor Muhammad Akram, “Ma ‘alim

al- Irfan fi Duriis al-Qur’an ka Tahqiqi wa Tagabuli Ja’izah,” Vol. 4, (Multan:

Pakistan Journal of Islamic Research, 2009), 2.

4 Shahid ‘Ali, Urdii Tafasir Bisawin Sadi Mein, 61.
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transmitted reports) of the modern era. It elaborates on the established
beliefs of Islam with evidence. There is an extensive emphasis on tafsir
based on the Qur’an and authentic Hadiths. Contemporary issues are also
discussed, and disagreements with scholars are addressed with reasoned
arguments. Instead of slandering or insulting opponents when making
Ijtihad on an issue, the author presented his viewpoint with evidence. In
describing the objectives of tafsir, he writes, “Our early scholars have done
so much significant work on the subject of tafsir that hardly any
noteworthy addition can be made; however, it can be said that most of the
scholarly work of Islamic scholars is in the Arabic language, which is not
accessible to the general Urdu-speaking public. Therefore, there was
indeed a need to translate those jewels of knowledge and insights into a
simple and understandable style in the Urdu language according to the

modern style of writing”. '

2.59. Ahsan al-Bayan

This work is by the renowned scholar of the Indian subcontinent, Mawlana
Hafiz Salah al-Din Yusuf (d. 2020 CE). It is a concise Urdu tafsir that
explains the meanings of the Qur’an in a brief but comprehensive manner.
Where the Qur’anic commands are explicitly stated, they are translated,
and the explanation moves forward; however, where necessary, issues are
briefly discussed, and in their explanation, instead of following the schools
of jurisprudence, Hadiths are provided with complete references. There is
a focus on tafsir bi al-Qur’an and bi al-Hadith al-Sahihah (interpretation
based on the Qur’an and authentic Hadiths). The interpretations and
methodology of the Salaf (Companions and Successors) are followed.
Detailed responses to the doubts raised by modern rationalists are provided
using rational and textual evidence. In several places, by saying "some
people,” the beliefs of the Barelvis are refuted. Global conditions, issues
of the Muslim Ummah, and contemporary thoughts and ideologies are
considered and critiqued according to the situation. Overall, Ahsan al-
Bayan is highly beneficial, easily understandable, full of wisdom and
benefits, and is an exceptional gift for the general public in the present era,
within the scope of brevity and comprehensiveness.

2.60. Fahm-ul-Qur'an

This tafsir by Mian Muhammad Jamil of the Ahl-e-Hadith school of
thought includes both literal and colloquial translations. The author

! Allamah Ghulam Rasil Sa‘1di, Tibyan al-Qur’an, Vol. 1 (Lahore, Farid Book Stall,
430 AH/2009 CE), 37.
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explains the connection between verses, interprets the verses, and
discusses related issues. Special importance is given to Tafsir bil-Qur'an.
2.61. Duris-ul-Qur'an

The author of this tafsir, Mawlana Muhammad Ilyas Ghuman, has written
multiple books in addition to this exegesis. His works cover topics such as
Hanaft jurisprudence, contemporary issues, and the interpretations and
preferences of the scholars of Deoband. Many of his books have been
translated into various languages.

3. Conclusion

The evolution of Urdu exegesis in the Indian subcontinent reflects a
profound engagement with the Qur’anic text, deeply rooted in the region’s
socio-religious and linguistic context. From the initial attempts that
blended Arabic and Persian influences to the more nuanced and
comprehensive interpretations in modern times, the path of Urdu Tafsir
literature underscores the commitment of scholars to make the Qur’an
accessible and comprehensible to Urdu-speaking Muslims. The
contributions of key figures such as Shah Waliullah’s family have
significantly shaped the intellectual landscape. Shah Rafi‘uddin and Shah
‘Abdul Qadir's translations are considered milestones in the translation and
exegesis of the Qur’an in the Indian subcontinent. Thus, the illustrious era
of Urdu translations and exegeses in India commenced in the 13th century
Hijri, and it continues to this day. In the latter part of the 19th century and
the period following it, commentaries on the Quran predominantly
exhibited a theological tone. Some exegeses were specifically written in a
theological style or trend. In the Indian subcontinent, in addition to the
theological trend, tafasir were written with comprehensive approaches,
dialectical trends, jurisprudential styles, allusive trends, activist trends, and
linguistic interpretations and investigations. Furthermore, within the
Indian subcontinent, each school of thought also produced numerous
exegeses according to its own sectarian tendencies.The overview of Urdu
exegetical literature in the Indian subcontinent reveals that there is a rich
and extensive body of tafasir available here, encompassing interpretations
that cater to every kind of exegetical inclination. In fact, there is even
greater diversity in exegetical approaches here than in the Arab world.
These works not only provide insights into the religious and linguistic
traditions of the Indian subcontinent but also continue to inspire
contemporary scholarship and devotion, ensuring that the rich heritage of
Qur’anic interpretation in Urdu remains vibrant and relevant.
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